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Introduction

This study aims to develop a comprehensive recreation needs assessmaitthe town of
Bri dgewat er 6 s thatcansubsequentlybeancludediinan @pdated Open
Space and Recreation Plan and the updated Master PlarThe findingsfrom study will help
gui de t hfetureTeffontgirdrecreation resources protection and improvements.

The Recreation Needs Assessmeffiissessment) identifie§uture recreation needs by
looking into the demographic trends of the community and the Level of Service (LOS) of
existing recreation facilities in the communityThe Assessment also provides a
comprehensive inventory and evaluation of the conditions of existing recreation resources
in town, as shown inFigure 1 Recreation and Open Space Resirces Inventory and
Distribution, including both active recreation facilities, such as ballfields and playgrounds,
and passive recreation resources, such as trails and open natural areaBeTAssessmat
further solicited community input on issues, needsand recommendations regarding the
Townds r ecr e dhrough extemsigespablicroatreash

The process for preparing the Assessment involved field visits, interviews with Town staff
and stakeholders, public outreachand research regarding denographics, land use patterns,
and levels of service for different types of recreation facilities.

An initial project kick-off meeting was held with Town Manager Michael Dutton and
Recreation Superintendent Charlie Simonds to discuske planned approachtowards the
preparation of the Assessment, finalizehe selection of recreation facilities to be included in
the review, and establish a preliminary schedule for meetings, public workshops and other
outreach activities. The facilities idertfiied for the Assessment include
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Legion Field

Scotland Field

Crescent Street Fields

Rai nbowds End Playground
Marathon Park

Jenny Leonard Park

Town River Landing

Olde Scotland Links Golf Course

Flagg Street Soccer Field

Bridgewater Middle School

Williams Middle School

New Bridgewater Raynham High School
George Mitchell Elementary School

The kick off meeting was followed by a workingsessionwith Superintendent Simonds in
which a final schedule for meetings and public outreach was set, approach to development
of questionnaires for the public as well as youth league representatives discussed, and
relevant new data and reports, including the 2009 Open Space and Recreation Plareng
collected.

As part of this meeting, Superintendent Simonds was interviewed regarding theondition
and needs presented by each of the sites being evaluated based upon his personal
knowledge and understanding of these sites A tour of many of the facilities followed,
allowing VHB to become familiar with each of the sites and better understanthe issues
associated with them early in the planning process.

More detailed field visits and site reconnaissa
playing fields were then undertaken to further assess and document the condition of the
facilities and fields. The findings of these site visits are contained iSection 3of this report.

Following the meeting with Superintendent Simonds, VHB prepared and launched an online

survey linked to the Towr® website that included questions regarding the use othe

selected facilities, where the users of each facility live, and how they get to the facilities. The
results of this survey provided valuable insigh
perspective some of these including:

The recreation faciliies used most frequently on a weekly basis include the Flagg Street
Soccer Fields, Marathon Parland Legion Field

The recreation facilities respondents were least awarf include Jenny Leonard Park,
Town River Landing and Scotland Field

Lack of parkingwas the principle issue cited for Legion Field

Lack of maintenance was the principle issue ci
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Lack of signage was the principle issue cited for Crescent Street Field

Walking/exercise trails and picnic tables were the mostéiquently cited additional
desirable features for Legion Field and Crescent Street Field

Water fountain and restrooms were the most frequently cited additional desirable
features for Marathon Park

A playground was the most frequently cited additional desirale feature for Flagg Street
Soccer Fields

Public ice skating was the most frequently cited additional desirable feature for the Olde
Scotland Links Golf Course

The most commonly used means for accessing the parks is by automobile, followed by
bike, walkihg and bus, in that order.

The preferred future means for accessing the parks is by bike and walking (tied), followed
by automobile and bus.

A summary of the full results of the online survey are included idppendix .

VHB reached out to representative®f the local youth leagues with a questionnaire
designed to identify and provide an understanding of the level of participation in sport
activities, demand for town recreation facilities, the timing of activities for the different
sports, inkind (and financial, if applicable) contributions they make toward meeting their
needs, and specific issues and concerns regarding the particular facilities they use.
Information garnered through this survey was then examined to help establish current and
future trends for facility usage.The questionnaire with results is included i\ppendix 1.

Concurrent with these activities, an analysis of key land use and demographic data

regarding the Townds population and devel opment
and recreation was prepared, with results indicated in a series of map overlay&igure 2

and Figure3identifyt he | ocati on of the ToJanduseahdkeyi | i ti es
demographic data representing population densities and distribution of age goups, ard

aid towards identification of neighborhoods that are could be better served in terms of

recreation facilities.As shown inFigure2, t he Townds recreation facildi
are distributed fairly evenly throughout the community. Majoriy of t he Townds acti
recreation facilities are located within or close by higher density residential neighborhoods,
indicating that a good percentage of the Townds
adequately by accessible active recreation resourceBigure 3 shows the distribution of

population in various Census Block Groups in Bridgewater and their relationship with the

recreation resource distribution.It shows that many active recreation facilities are located in

areas where there are a higher parentage of teenage and young adult populationwho

may havea stronger demand for such recreation resourcesalthough there are a few

Census Block Groups in thesouthwesternand eastern portion of the Town that are not

immediately served by such facilities. In addition, there may be additional demands for

readily accessiblgpassive recreation resources in neighborhoods with a higher percentage

of senior population, such as inthe northeastern portion of the Town.
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A review of Level of Service of Bridgewateros p
recreation areas within pubic jurisdiction was also prepared. Based upon National

Recreati on and (RRPAkurrehtsusemfcaicamparative bemchmark

approach using thar PRORAGIS database, this provides a comparison of Bridgewater to a

baseline of similar communities in terms of current and projected area gbarkland available.

I't was found t harntackage ldvglefseicesr(as of the latastr2@10

census) isl9.6acres per 1,000 population, which s at the wupper quartile o
guideline for comparable communities.

Upon completion of the preliminary assessment of the selected facilities anbased on the
results fromthe stakeholderoutreach, survey, questionnaireand demographic/level of
service analysis activities, an initial Public Meeting was held to review findings to date and
receive feedback from regarding the recreatiorf a c i rleeds WADpart of the feedback
portion of the meeting, a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT)
Analysis was conducted to help bring out the key issues. Valuable information was received
through both the SWOT analysis and the open questin/answer session held following it.

The findings from the SWOT Analysis have been incorporated into the Community Needs
analysis to help inform where future improvements are needed in order to meet the
community recreation demands.

One topic that came to the forefront at the public meeting was a highlevel of interest in

individual and family use of Town owned open space, and that this should be reflected in

the Recreation Needs Assessment. In response to this, VHB met with two key stakeholders

representng these interests, Kitty Dohertyrepresenting the Nunckatesett Greenway Project

and Carlton Hunt, Chairperson of the Bridgewater Master Plan Implementation Committee.

Following a discussion of the ongoing Nunckatesett Greenway Project and other

Bridgewat er open space preservation and |inkage ini
representative toured nine parks and conservation areas which were subsequently

incorporated into the Assessment. These include:

Iron Works Park (Stanley Ironworks)
Stiles and Hart Conservation Area
Tuckerwood Conservation Area
Wyman Meadow

Carver6s Pond

Titicut Conservation Parkland

Lake Nippentucket Town Holdings
Murray Farm

Summer Street Canoe Launch

VHB met with the Recreation Commission and Recreation Superintendent Sindsto

review a draft of the Recreation Needs Assessme
recreation facilities and playing fields. Thi s
experience with the various facilities and their assessment of needs bsupon their active
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i nvol vement with the facilities and user groups
understanding of issues and priorities.

A second Public Meeting was held to provide an
active recreationfacilities followed by a detailed review of observations and issues rekd to

t he T o wai@assivaomeme space with a focus on the nine parks and conservation areas

VHB discussed with stakeholders. Meeting attendeest the second public meetingwere

primarily residents with a strong interest in parks and passive use open spacthe open

discussion following the presentation centered uporpassive open space use and needs

providing additional valuable local knowledge for incorporation into the findings.

Based on the public meetings, discussions with stakeholders, and the needs assessment of
existing recreational facilities described above, thAssessment report provide a foundation
for making informed decisions on where resources should be placedbtmake

improvements, and an approach towardsprioritizing future actions.
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Figure 1: Recreation and Open Space Resources Inventory and Distribution
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Figure 2: Land Use aRécreation Resources Distribution
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Figure 3: Demographics and Recreation Resources Distribution
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Community Recreation
Needs Analysis

Demographic Trends

The citizens of a community as well astransient visitors who are drawn to townfor a variety
of recreation opportunities are potentially the beneficiaries ofan adequate, weltbalanced
set of recreation resourcesprovided that a town understand and has addressed the needs
of those user groups Forward looking population trends are vital to anticipating and being
responsive to future projections of recreation needs.

The population of Bridgewateris characterized by constant growth since the 1950s, arntthis
trend is likely to continue for the next few decades, though at a lower rate as projected by
Massachusetts Department of TransportatioffMassDOT). As shown ifable 1below,
Bridgewater experienced a population growth at an average rate of 25.2%etween 1970
and 2000. Thepopulation growth rate slowed to 5.5% between 2000 and 2018nd is
projected to remain below 5%for the next 20 yearsaccording to MassDOT projectiors.

Table 1: Town of Bridgewater Population Change and Projection

Year Population Numerical Change  Rate Change
1950 9512 - -

1960 10276 764 8.0%

1970 12911 2635 25.6%

1980 17202 4291 33.2%

1990 21249 4047 23.5%

2000 25185 3936 18.5%

2010 26563 1378 5.5%

2020 27997 1434 5.4%

2030 28674 677 2.4%

Source: US CensysMassDOT
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Community Recreation Needs Analysis

A further | ook into the change of the median ag
changes in population composition reveals that Bridgewater has experienced an aging

population over the past decade, a similar trend seen in many New England communige

The median age of Bridgewaterds population was
2010. As shown irFigure 1 the population in Bridgewater over 45 years old increased

significantly from 2000 to 2010 while the population of younger children unded 0 years old

and adults between 25 and 44 decreased. Population of teenage and younger adults

between 15 and 24 years old also saw an increase during the same period. Such changes

indicate that there are likely increased demands for recreation resourcesdhsuit the

particular needs of seniors, such as passive recreation areas and/or trails and paths that

connect these open spaces, and of young adults and teenage populations, such as active

recreation and athletic facilities.

Figure 1: Population ChangeAme Group200e2010
85 years and over
75 to 84 years
65 to 74 years
60 to 64 years
55 to 59 years
45 to 54 years
35 to 44 years
25 to 34 years
20 to 24 years
15 to 19 years
10 to 14 years

5to 9 years

Under 5 years

o

1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000
m 2010 m 2000

Level of Service Standards

There are a number of ways to evaluate how well a community is served by recreation

resources. The oacres of parkland per 1,000 pop
technique for determining whetheracommuni ty has oO0enoughdé parkland.
a communityds oacreage | evel of service (LOS)O.
United States, and LOS can vary widely due to a
demographics, density, development pattens, and other factors. In more recent years,

National Recreation and Park Associatiof NRPA) has moved away from 00

13
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guidelines towards a comparative benchmarking approach in which communities can
compare themselves to peer communities usig the PRORAGIS database

According to PRORAGIS 2.0, the median range of the acreage LOS for comparable
communities with similar population density as Bridgewater is around 9.5 acres per 1,000
population, while the lower quartile is at 5.2 acres and theipper quartile is at 16.8 acres per
1,000 population.

Based on the most recent OProtected and Recreat
MassGIS, the Bridgewater has a total of approximateB22.2 acres of publicly accessible

recreation land in public ownership, including land owned by the town and the state. The

latest U.S. Census from 2010 shows that Bridgewater has a total population of 26,563,

indicating that Bridgewater has an acreage LOS df9.6acres per 1,000 population, which is
attheupperquart i | e of the NRPAGs guideline for compar e
Bridgewater has relatively abundant recreation resources for its residents when compared to

other similar sized suburban communities.

A further look into the projected population of Bridgewater shows that the existing

recreation resources in town, if well protected and maintained, will adequately meet the

long term recreation needs of the community in terms of acreage LOS. Massachusetts

Department of Transportation projected that, by2025, Bridgewater will have a total

population of 28,200, and by 2035 the town will have a total population of 29,370. Based on

these projections, in the next ten to twenty ye
above 17acres per 1,000 population, $t | | in the higher range of NRP;/

The following summary of community recreation needs represents th&ey findings, which
resulted from the various public outreach events conducted as part ofhis study, and are
described in section 1above.

Expand walking, hiking, biking, horse riding and/or multipurpose pathways and trails:

Al ong the rivers, around major ponds such as
and through large tracks of open space and conservation landyhere feasible.

Serving segments of the community not involved in organized sports.

Forming a town-wide network of paths and trails connecting neighborhoods and
common destinations like the downtown, and the college, open space and
conservation areas, andrzarious recreation facilities and areas.

Connecting to regional long distance trail networks and/or trail systems in other
communities.

Improve access to Rivers and Ponds for Water Sports/Activities:

Canoe and kayak access points at protected riversideoldings.

1 Available athttp://nrpaproragis.com/login.asp
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Natur al swi mming areas at Carverds Pond or el

Canoe, kayak or small sailboat rentals at the Town River Landing, Lake Nippenicket,
Carverf6s Pond, and Stiles & Hart Conservatior

Fishing and sailing docksatLa&k Ni ppeni cket and Carverdés Pond
Increase reighborhood Parks

Small scale neighborhood parks with picnic areas, potentially on vacant parcels
sporadically located in various neighborhoods, to offer shared gathering space.

Improve tenting Areas

Improve access to and potentialy expand improvements of local tenting areas at the
Wyman Meadowand the Titicut Conservation Parkland.

Trash accumulation, vandalism, and lack of maintenance are major concerns regarding
the Towndés recreation resources.

Making recreatn information more available to the public is a pressing issue as many
residents are not aware of the existing recreation resources in Town.

The responses to the Youth League gquestionnair
active Youth Leagues currengl can meet their needs with existing recreation facilities in

Bridgewater and experience no major scheduling issues, although there are general

maintenance and improvement needs such as lighting, irrigation, and parking, etc. for

specific facilities More detailed information is available in the Active Recreation Facilities

evaluation section.
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Recreation Resources
Inventory and
Evaluation

Thefollowing section provides a comprehensive inventoyof t he Townds recreati
resources, including both active recreation facilities and passive recreation areas. The

physical conditions of the recreation sites are evaluated based ofeld visits and site

reconnaissance Improvement recommendations are made based on extensive stakeholder

interviews and questionnaires, public surveys, and public workshop discussions.

Active Recreation Facilities Evaluation

Based on the 2009 Open Space and Recreation Plan gtffiollowing thirteen public recreation
facilities or areas, including athletic fields, playgrounds, and outdoor school facilities, are
evaluated in this sectionFor each locationgeneral maintenance issues and needss well as
additional recreation potentials on the site are identified, as applicable
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Legion Field

' ARCH Orthodontics

Location: Off Route 18 at Cottage Stre
next to Williams Middle Schc

Size: 23.3 acres

Parcel ID: 4886

Zoning: RD

Access: From Bedford Street, Cottag
Street, and WilliamMildle

School

Level of Protectior High as recreation land

Management Recreation Commission

Maintenance Recreation Commission

Leagues help pay for fertilizer and paint.

Due to intensive use, maintenance is considered challenging with lapéee
to close fields for reseeding, regrading, or other required general mainten

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsaand Maintenance Needs

One hseball diamonc Yes No Field in good condition, backstamsod

(full size high schopl condition, some rust on fence posts, r
safety cap on fences, dugoutberahes
ingood condition

Two baseball diamon Yes Yes Fields inerygood condition, backstops

(mediumLLittle and benchesvery good conditisports

Leagup lightingo be upgraded

Twobaséall diamond: No No Fields in good condition, weed eradici

(small Pinto League)

needed on baselifiefield (especially et
field) backstops and bendhe®ry good
conditiononebleaberinvery poor.

17
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Two softball diamond Yes Yes Stone dust infields rough to playcumd

(One womé) one depressions trap water in outfield, we

youth stone dustithin thanfields andutfiels,
north field dugout roofs in disrepaie
ruston fencesone wooden bleacher in
poor condition.

Two Toall diamonds No No Stone dust infiemtgrough for children 1
play on, very confined locajioand
depressions trap water, weeds in
surrounding lawn.

One football/soccer Yes Yes Field in very good conditleachers in

fieldwith bleachers very good condition.

Two basketball court: N/A Yes Bituminous playing surfeceminor
crackspaintsfadedfence in poor
condition (rust asays).

Gazebo N/A Yes Not ADAccessible, rails missing picke
wood slats at base in poor condition,
paved walkway to stairs.

One skateboard park N/A No Remnant fence posts should be rema

(now closed)

Other facilities

Maintenance shack, restraamgsidBedford Street anegood conditio

Also humerous maintenandeuildings varied condition and a tot lot
the @ttage Street side of the park.

Parking Two parking labngsidtheeasterredge ofite. No street parking. Par
also available at adjacenawWdlMiddle School. Parking demands ex
on weekends.

Additional Recreation Potential

The closed skateboard park area can potentially ba sisedl faractice figdohnis courts or

playgrounds.

Provide additional parking.
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Scotland Field

Location: OffRoute 104t Prospect

Street

Size: 6.7acres

Parcel ID: 7233

Zoning: R-A/B

Access: FronmProspect Street

Level of Protectiot High as recreation lanc

Management Recreation Commission

Maintenance Recreation Commission

Town doegular maintenance. Town collects user f&&#g@8I0) to help
with maintenance. Vandalism is a concern.

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsand Maintenance Needs

Onesoftball field No Yes Lighting and fenctode upgraded in the
next 5 yearsturf generally in good
condition but with areas of crab grass,
infieldngood condition, dugouts have |
in block walls, benches poor, bleachel
should be replaced (frames rusted/se:
have splinters).

Onemultipurpose field No No Turf in good condition, no ADA acces:

(soccer, lacrosse, parking (steep grade change from sof

archery) field to soccer field).

One basketball court  N/A No Almost 15 years,ddme cracks in
bituminous, fencing saggiost and rails
rustedn some locations

Oneplayground Yes No Poor locatiobilapidated. To be remove

(with one swing set)
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Other facilities Small maintenance building. Adult leagues bring in portable toilet

Parking Enlarged parking lot on siteement in very poor condition, no curbi
entrances, no plantings along frontage

Additional Recreation Potential

None or limited




Bridgewater Recreation Needs Assessment
Recreation ResourcesInventory and Evaluation

Crescent Street Fields

Location: Crescent Street south of Size: 49.9acres
Route 104
Parcel ID: 47115 Zoning: R-A/B
Access: Along Crescent Street Level of Protectior High as recreatiand
behind the new police conservatidand

station on Pleasant Stree

Management

Recreation Commissfssible Conservation Commission oversight of
open spacases

Maintenance

Recreatioarea by Recreation Commission

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting  Conditionsand Maintenance Needs
Threesoftball fields Yes One field is Opened in 20Mery good condition.

lit
One rookigoftball field Yes No Stone dust diamokery good conditior
One playground N/A No Goodtondition.

Other facilities

Walking trails around the fields;
Large concession/bathroom buildimeniory dackie Moare

Small maintenance shack

Parking

Parkindpt off Crescent Street; additional parking available inside
next to the driveway for major events.

Additional Recreation Potential

Wooded area on southwest of the parcel can accommodatexeatisegrails and passive
recreation in short or long term.

21
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Rainbowd6s End Pl ayground

Location: Flagg Street, just west of ant Size: Northwesteorner of
contiguous with Flagg Street theFlagg Street Soccer
soccer fields Field

Parcel ID: 90999B Zoning: R-A/B

Access: By path from Flagg Street ar Level of Protectior Land wned by
through woods from adjacen Department of Correcti
soccer fields. and leased back to Tov

Limited protection.

Management Recreation Commission

Maintenance P1 ayground built by the Rainbowds

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsaand Maintenance Needs
Major castée N/A No Designed Hyobert Leathers and built i
pressure treated timhb 1991 by volunteers.

play structure Facility in extensive disrepaor

conditiongedCCApressure treated timl
structurerelease arsenic to the soith
prone to splinte@iven the poor conditi
and leaching of arsenic, it is not
recommended tepaithe platy structure

Poor sightlines frétagg Street result in
the paygroundurrently beitgo secludec
to be considered safdjacent wetlands
prevent opening up vegetation for img
security

Due to the framlthad i
been an issue.

Parking Parkingvailable off Flagg Street
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Additional Recreation Potential

This site is not Town owned, consequently any investment in replacement with a new fac
carefully evaluated and likely limited.

The deitselfis physicallguitabldor building new playground that woetidtmeet the recreation
demanaf the community

There islscadequatasablespace for additional recreation opportunities such as a dog parl

If redeveloped, thereateptialdr better connection to the adjacent Flagg Street Saowkr Fielc
associated parking




Bridgewater Recreation Needs Assessment
Recreation ResourcesInventory and Evaluation

Marathon Park

Location: Crescent Street south of Size: Northern portion of the
Route 104 Crescent Street Field
parcel
Parcel ID: 47115 Zoning: R-A/B
Access: Along Crescent Street Level of Protectior High as recreation and
behind the new police conservation land
station on Pleasant Stree
Management Recreation Commission; possible Conservation Commission oversigt
open space uses
Maintenance Recreation area by Recreation Commission

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number

Irrigation Lighting Conditionsand Maintenance Needs

Major themed play
structures

N/A No Opened in May 20E4cellent condition
play areas designed for different age
groups and utilize wood fiber safety
surfaces.

Trashcollectiowas noted asdssue.
Trash collection is currently handled k
private trash company as a
donation/service to the community

No weer fountaiand limited ADA parkil

Other facilities

Shade structure, picnic tables

Parking

Stone duswpking latff Crescent Street. Shared parking with Cresc
Street Field.

Additional Recreation Potential

Potential walkingexercistrails around the playground to connect to other nearby trails.

24
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Jenny Leonard Park

Location: North of Cherry Street ju: Size: 10.4 acres
east of Walnut Street

Parcel ID: 5211 Zoning: R-A/B

Access: Up a few railroad tie step  Level of Protectior High as recreation lanc
or along a partially
overgrown curved dirt dri
to a low, wooded hill.

Management Town of Bridgewater

Maintenance No clear maintenance authority

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting ConditionsandMaintenance Needs
Small playground with N/A No All facilities uneeaintained. Basketbal
slide, swings, ssaw, court overgrown. Bathroom vandalize
turntable, basketball dismantled

court, picnic table, roof

badweather play space Extensive restoration or rebuild need:

and a bathroom Improved parking and signage are
essential to make the playground mo
accessible.

Parking No designated parking. Driveyay improvemgrduld accommodate

few cardPoor sight lines due to seclusion of facilities poses secur

Additional Recreation Potential

With nearby new residential developments underway, the site can potentially be-siztdrec
playground serving the east side of th&\VEdking and exercise trails can be developed in th
wooded areas.
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Town River Landing

Location: Behind former Highway Size: Northern portion of the
Barn off @prindstreet former Highway
Department yard parce

Parcel ID: 21167 Zoning: CBD

Access: By driveway and informa Level of Protectior High agonservatidand
parking areas off of Sprir
Street. The site is signed
both ANo Tr
ABri dgewat e

Management Town Council

Maintenance By volunteer PlmkdStewards through Town Manager

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsand Maintenance Needs
Curved, gradedgp  N/A No Site overgrowaccess to river obscure:
lined nowehicular ramg by weeds and woods, existing buildin
going down to Town further obscure views in and conflict \
River for launching anc park character.

removing small hand
carried boats.

Parking Informal parking areas along driveway.

Additional Recreation Potential

There is adequate spacthersite for river side parkland.

Potential for a footbridge over Town River to conr&tdeto&hdart Conservation dmerss the
river.
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Olde Scotland Links Golf Course

Location: Off of Vernon, Pine, and Size: 210 acres
Spruce Streets

Parcel ID: 1081, 2, 8 Zoning: R-A/B
1167

Access: By driveway to parking Ic  Level of Protectior High asecreatioland
on Pine Street

Management Golf Commission

Maintenance Golf Commission

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsaand Maintenance Needs

Premier golf course Yes No Opened in 1997. Good conditions. N¢
known major maintenance needs at
present.

Other facilities

New ubhouseéuilt with volunteer support and opened in Map@®1
condition.

OSL iproud to be a Certified Audubon Cooperative Bird Sanctua
Coursel of only 9 in Massachusetts and of only 473 worldwide.

Maintenance building on north of Pine Street. Good condition.

Golf carts shed next to parking lot. Good condition.

Parking

Paking lot off of Pine Street behind the club house.

Additional Recreation Potential

Potential expanded use of the clubhouse function area.

Potential opportunity for cross country skiing and/or public skating in winter.
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Flagg Street Soccer Field

Location: Flagg Street, just west of ar Size: Approx. 14.6 acres, northe
contiguous with Flagg Stree portion of the Department
soccer fields Corrections parcel

Parcel ID: 90999B Zoning: RA/B

Access: Bydriveway and parking lot Level of Land owned by Departme
from Flagg Streetd by path Protection of Correction and leased
from Conant Street to Town. Limited protectio

Management Bridgewater Youth Soccer

Maintenance Bridgewater Youth Soccer

Facilities an@onditions

Type and Number Irrigation Lighting Conditions and Maintenance Neec
Thredull size soccer fields Yes No Turf in veryogd condition

Two L2 soccer fields Yes No Turf in very good condition.

Three 8 soccer fields Yes No Turf in veryood condition.

Practice areas Yes No Turf in good condition.

Other facilities

Concession/storage/restrc Building is dated but appears well maintained.
m building

Parking Crushed stone parking available off Flagg Street. Logs used :
are irpoor condition and are weed havens.

Parking available off Conant Street for major events

Additional Recreation Potential

None
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Bridgewater Middle School

Location: East of Center Street and nc

of Pleasant Street

Size: Approx21 acres

ParcelD: 3347
3348

Zoning: RD

Access: By driveway and parking lot
Center Street and Mt. Prosp

Street

Level of Protectior Limited protection.

Management BridgewatdRaynham School District

Maintenance Bridgewatéaynham School District

Facilities and Conditions

Type and Number Irrigation Lighting Conditions and Maintenance Needs

One football field witl Yes No Turf in poor condition with crabmmdss

large bleachers bare/depressed arglasme bleachers ir
good condition but not ADA accessibl
fence mesh peeling back in places, vi
bleachers are in hazardous condition,
be replaced.

One softball fielith ~ Yes No Stone dust infield, turf Idgmmondition,

soccer field across fence in good condition. Soccer play

outfield compromised by infield penetrating its
area.

Eight tennis courts ~ N/A No The 4 northedgurtdhave been rebuilt
and are in excellent condition; the 4
southerly courts need to be replaced.

Onefootball practice No No Football fielalsoused often for lacrosse

area
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Concession building Good condition on the exterior (brick).

Parking Parking available@énter Street and Mt. Prospect Street parking lot

Additional Recreation Potential

Alarge area of reasonably level lawn that was formerly a baseball field by the southerly t
could be converted to multipurpose play.
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Williams Middle School

Location: Off South Street next to Legi Size: Part of the Legion Field
Field parcel
Parcel ID: 4886 Zoning: RD
Access: From South Street Level of Protectior Limited protection

Management School property managed by BridgRagtdram School District; recreation fa
by Recreation Commission

Maintenance Schooproperty maintained by BridgeRayamham School District; recreation
facilities by Recreation Commission

Facilities and Conditions

Typeand Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsand Maintenance Needs
One indoor gym N/A N/A Internal to school; applicable
Parking Parking lots on site

Additional Recreation Potential

None; the gym is internal to the building, all outdoor facilities are discussed in the Legior
evaluation
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New Bridgewater Raynham High School

Location: 415Center Street, west of Size: 56.94acres
Bridgewater Middle School

Parcel ID: 331; 335; 336; 3379 Zoning: R-A/B

Access: By driveway and parking lot  Level of Protectior Limited protection.
Center Street

Management Bridgewatdkaynham Schdaiktrict

Maintenance Bridgewatdaynham School District

Facilities and Conditions

Type and Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsand Maintenance Needs

One football N/A Yes Excellent condition.
/multipurpose turf fiel

Onetrack Yes No Crackingvident, in need of repair.

One soccer Excellent condition.
/multipurpose field

Two baseball fields Yes No Excellent condition

(high school/college)

Twosoftball fields Yes No Excellent condition, stone dust infield:
(high school) Concession stariththrooms, bleachers

Oneindoor gym N/A N/A

Parking Parking available a#h@r Street

Additional Recreation Potential

There appears to be roomrfadditional high school soccaafietling t he si t e6
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George H. Mitchell Elementary School

Location: East of South Street across - Size: 22.2acres
South Drive
Parcel ID: 6219 Zoning: RC

Access: By driveway and parking lot* Level of Protectior Limited protection.
South Street

Management BridgewatdRaynhar8chool District

Maintenance Bridgewatdtaynham School District

Facilities and Conditions

Type and Number Irrigation Lighting Conditionsaand Maintenance Needs

Twoplaygrounds N/A No The playgrounds are in some disrepa
to neglect following $hkool roof collap:

One small play N/A No Fair condition.

structure

One soccer No No Thesoccer/multipurpose feédimeed of

/multipurpose field maintenance.

One baseball fields No No Thebaseball fieldirsneed of
maintenance.

Twobasketbalioops  N/A No Thebasketball hoops are in poor cond

Parking Parking available ®dutiStreebn school grounds.

Additional Recreation Potential

Roof of the school building collapsed in 2015. Recreation facilities will not be in senace f
years due to reconstruction. There is potential to improve recreation fachiitssensite to
neighborhood needs.
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Passive RecreationResources Evaluation

The Nunckatessett Greenway (Map provided by the Nunckatesset Greenway)

T ’:_:;,/,f_, S LT = o =
e U The Nunckatessett Greenway
& X WEST BRIDGEWATER, MA

3

BRIDGEWATER, MA
A network of land and water trails cannecting the Town River
and the Bay Circuit Trail ta public conservation areas

and urban centers

Location: A network of land and w. Size: N/A
trails bong Town River
through West Bridgewat
and Bridgewater

Parcel ID: N/A Zoning: N/A

Access: Multiplén Bridgewater, Level of Protectior Various
including Iron Works Pat
Stiles & Hart and the
Tuckerwood Conservatic
Area

Management N/A

Maintenance N/A

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

e Currently the Greenway connects the Bay CircuitAeallomithRiver, Iron Works Park, Stil
and Hart Conservation Area, and Tuckerwood Conservation Area in Bridgewater. The
existing river access points along the Greenway in Bridgewater.
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The Greenwaynieeant to hesed as a natural corriddrikargcanoeing, kayaking, fishisiglife
habitatputdoor nature and histtagsroomsnd for promoting alternative means of travel |
the two town centers and Bridgewater State University.

Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvement

Link the Iron Works and Stiles and Hart Conservation Areas to the Downtown Busines
Bridgewater State University

Complete restoration of Old Stone Building at the Iron Works Park as a trailhead with
hall Other opportties should be explored to take full advantage of public use opportun
building upon restoration.

Clearup Town River Landing, and Iron Works Building.
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Iron Works Park (Stanley Ironworks)

Location: On both sides of Town R Size: 16acres
southeast of High Street
near West Bridgewater li

Parcel ID: 1040 Zoning: I-B, RD, RD-C
Access: Signed entrance off High Level of Protectior High (in perpetuity) if
Street and through Highv under the Conservatior
Department property Commission

Management Conservatiddommissiotdighway Department and volunteer Park Stew

Maintenance Highway Department and voluntekamidatkwards

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

E Site has a deteriorated privateied dam, a fiskdder near new Highway Barn, and shell o
historic 19th Century brick and stone industrial structure. New bridge over river is in g¢
and provides good access to either side.

e Site is mainly used as a scenic site for exploring rivdrsiimied industrial ruins, and as
portage point for canoeing and fishing.

e Information kiosk and interpretive sign panels provide information on the history of the
interest within in it and park rules.

Recommendations for Potential Reamadtnprovements

E Improv@avement arsignage guiding pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists into the park
Street.

E Il mprove paths through the si toacdsnmedate ADA
compliant access

e Provide gatewapedestrian entrance adjacent to High Street with improved views to th
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Provide park furnishings (benches, picnic, bike rack) within the park proper (currently
alongside High Street)

Expand information panels totbleosvolvirigyoubf Iron worksiprovements introduced dut
the cour se arfdthe dioey behind the ®kl Stbrags Buidding; Old Rolling M
channel foundations and walls

Providanimprovedanoe/kayd&unch area.

Provide pedestrian safetyawnegments for greater security adjacent to foundation remains
steep bank areas of the river.




Bridgewater Recreation Needs Assessment
Recreation ResourcesInventory and Evaluation

Stiles and Hart Conservation Area

Location: At the noritentral edge o Size: 69acres
town on the Town River,
east of Route 18, south ¢
High Street, across from
Town River Landing boa
launching area.

Parcel ID: 1244 Zoning: RD
Access: Signed entrance via gate Level of Protectiol High (in perpetuig)
sewer easement off of R conservation land
18 just south of Brick Kilr
Lane.

Management Conservation Commission

Maintenance Volunteer PddndStewards

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

e Siteis generally wooded with aredwmtddbw bank that allow boat launching or landing
e Four large ponds and numerous smaller ponds yaded@mttractive landseap

e Site ignformally uséar hiking, wildlife habitat, canoeing, kayaking, and fishing.

Recommendations for PotenRa&lcreation Improvements

e Provida thoughtful trail network throughout the site that allows for hiking, cross countr
snowshoeing and other activities.

e Improve pathwagsbewvheelchair accessible to the maximum degree practicable.
E Repair and repafootbridges on the interior of the park and add boardwalks in key are:
E Introduce benches at key vistas along the trails.

E Introduce interpretive and wayfinding signagetiirtegpark.
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Provide new sidewalks on Oak Street and €etpm&improve sidewalks on High Street
better connettte park to the Iron Works Park.

Local advocates noted thédmpgfor a-Gar parking area mandated in the deed should be i
by moving the sewer easement gate back 20’ at the lesigirtaStParkland egress / acce
Broad Street.

Local advocates noted thatlitie Street egress / access to Stilesigintanded to be
apedestrian gate only; tier® safe parking along High Stréleis spot, and there is no
intendedanoe access from this entidmwe the hill haf mile to the Town River. This secti
trail is intended to be intermediate in difficulty.

Local advocates noted thahh egress/access to one of the Stiles & Hart ponds could
provided if adidnal property is purchased and an ADA driveway built in from Broad
Street.Additional ADA accessible amenities could be provided along the Town River a
bridge and canoe launch area across from the Town River Landing.

Local advocates notedttiedxisting axis trail from the proposed pedestrian bridge site u
High Street is not intended to be an ADA trail; it was built by the AmeriCorps in 2004 ¢
to be an intermediate trail experience according to the approvedt pamnsdém town need
to offer diverse trail experiences throughout the whole parkland network.

The main access te Tiacre Stiles & Hart 8teecommended by the local advodages to
through a pedestrian bridge across the Town RivavatRhesiTbanding, just upstream froi
existing canoe launch, and also through the pedestrian entrance orT higghnSteetitat
should additional propergdogirecon Broad Street, that can be used as official ADA acc

Local advocates noted thaltiiekatessett Greenway Plan sites this route as the brande
bringing the Bay Circuit Trail into the downtown busin@$seglifitritter note tihatré should
be new signageossibly Mad3®©T at the High Séte/ Broad Street intersection reflecting this
Circuit Trail and Nunckatessett Gremueaglong existing sidewalks aodafirails.
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Tuckerwood Conservation Area

Location: On south side of High Size: 32acres
Street, east of Hayward
Street, wesf the Bridge
Street intersection with +
Street.

Parcel ID: 1421 Zoning: RC

Access: Signed driveway on High Level of Protectior High (in perpetuity) as
Street with an informal di conservation land
parking area.

Management Conservation Commission

Maintenance Volunteer PdakdStewards

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

e Sitehas pine and oak woods with a trail across a power line and a generally easy path
Town River. Site offers views across margiotmdial oxbow.

e Site is used for hiking, wildlife h&$itaigcanoeingand kayaking.

Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvements

e Improve entrance visibility and signage at High Street.

e Provide an information kiosk with a park ttaihégponformation on natural features and p
rules at the parking area.

£ Provide for some seating and picnic opportunities near the parking area with improvec
receptacles.

e Examine possible hiking accetizevidearepower lineassementrom Hayward Street.
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e Due to the remoteness of the river from the entrance, a canoe/kayak launch areas is r
however, opportunity existsdan@e/kayak landing area whengvebank i€lose to the same
elevation as the watefesar

e Possibly>@lore the potential for terttigywould requireriodic monitoring by police or volui
to assure safety and avoidance of clearing for campfires.

E Il mprove paths from parking ar ea dtothet he
maximum degree practicable.

E Add discrete signs onrither identifying the edges of the property
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Wyman Meadow

Location: South of Plymouth Stree Size: 55 acres (35 acres for
the Taunton River conservation and 20
acres for watsupply
protection)
Parcel ID: 393, 3% Zoning: R-A/B
Access: By along, unsigned, pav Level of Protectior High (in perpetuity) as
driveway to a Water conservation land,
Department pumping sta moderate asater supply
with informal gravel parki land
for 23 cars.

Management Conservation Commisaiwh Water Department

Maintenance Volunteer PdakdStewards

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

£ Site entrance at Plymouth Street leads between existing residences and leads to a %
(approximate) gravel drive through rolling open meadow and wetlands to a Town wate
station. The sides and back portion of thechiteaaterizdry vooded areas and an open sé

pit.

e Site has a partially vandalized information kiosk aodiéesctine front of the site and no
furnishings on the meganainingortion of the site.

£ Site is used faater supply protec{miown well fieldosdted on the sjtelkingcrosscountry
skiingfishingcanoeing akadyaking Dramatic longeve are affordeatcrosshefieldsand
wetlands.
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Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvements

Improve park entrance signage.

Replace theformtion displayith a putff and new kiosk providing a trail layout map, info
on natural features and park rules.

Designate and sign an allowable parking area next to pumping station

Explore relocation of the access road to the western guigpesfythie preserve the central
portion as a unified natural habitat area with quality open views.

Restore natural vegetation on the sand pit portion of the site.

Provide additional paths in the woodland areas.

Improve paths frtimparking area otbehilanddowh o t he .ri ver 6s e«
Improve access to the Taunton River and provide a small canoe/kayak landing area.
Make paths wehlchair accessibdethe maximum degree practicable.

Add discrete signs onritrer identifying the edges of the fyroper
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Location: Near town center Size: Approx. 34 acres of wa
surrounded by Bedford body, 66 acres of
Street, Summer Street, a conservation land, 6.5
Conant Street acres of water supply

protection land

Parcel ID: Multiple Zoning: RC
Access: Conant Street and small  Level of Protectior High (in perpetuity) as
parking area on Summer conservation land,
Street moderate as water sup
land

Management Conservation Commission and Water Department

Maintenance Conservatiddommission and Water Department

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

e Site has a trailhead ifking, aimformation kiosith map of the park, historic interpretive
signage and rules and regulations.

£ The park providesotal of 3,285 feet oftrail

e Site is used for water supply protectionpluRiogindishinghuntingwinter icekating, and as
outdoor classrooms by the college and public school classes

E The site is of historic interest, having seen use by indigenous peoplesfgoimg HaE0as
years, followed by use as a sawmill, iron foundry, manufacturing of cotton gins, ice prc
shoe manufacturing through the years.

e Carvers Pond is currently not used for swimming due to eutrophication.
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Recommendations for PotenRalcreation Improvements

Provide additional interpretive signage throughout the park describing its history and r
Provide wayfinding signage along the p

Replace bridges and boardwalks (currently planks without railintes)ilvtigis featuring ADA
compliant surfaces and rail systems.

Introduce benches, picnic tables and trach/recycling receptacles of uniform design in 1
alongside the pondds north edge (i .e.,

Provide clearings with seating areas at key potential vistas across the pond.
Install additional trail sections and boardwalks to provide a complete circuit of Carvers

Upgrade trail surfaces and, in some cases, grades to maximize wheeldiyair accessibi
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Titicut Conservation Parkland

Location: On Taunton River at Size: 27.8 acres (7 acres in
southern edge of town Raynham)
Parcel ID: 1318, 9, 10, 11 Zoning: R-A/B

Access: Driveway from Beach Str  Level of Protectior High (iperpetuity) as
conservation land

Management Conservation Commission

Maintenance Volunteer Parkland Stewards

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

e TheBeech Stresite entrance hasmall parking area améhéormation kiosk with maps and
interpretive information. A separate sign stating park management by the Conservatic
and Forestry Department is in disrepair.

e The site has a rich history, including taking advantage of its woodlzedi@ndftitial
Taunton River in the construction and

E A broad level path wide enough to accommodate a vehicle extends into the site throut
and then narrows as it reaches steep gradients towardsitRé&€aunto

e Site hasn informalampground, canoe/kayak launching slope, and campfire area

e Site is used foikingcanoeingenting by groups with Conservation Commission permit, €
Taunton River Watershesl Allianceds fASo
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Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvements

Improve signage and information at the site entrance.

Survey site to ensure that trails are all on public land

Work with neighbors to ensure appropriate access/egress from western etige of park |
Make paths from parking area to campsites wheelchair accessible.

Seek a more lecahoe/kayalullout area or add a rope or hand holds to ease climb from
area

Add discrete signs on the River identifying the edges of the property
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Recreation ResourcesInventory and Evaluation

Lake Nippenicket Town Holdings

Location: On western edge of towr Size: 13.6 acres with lake
with three parcels on frontage or adjacent to
southeastern corner of la parcels with lake fronta
(only one with lake 4.1 acre house lot off
frontage); two small hous Bridle Road without
lots on the eastern side v frontage
frontage, and threg acre
lots without frontage

Parcel ID: 825,7 83-60,78,79,80; Zoning: R-A/B

7034

Access:

Via Park and Ride lot/Bo
Ramp lot off of Route 10

Level of Praction

High (in perpetuity)

Management Conservation Commission

Maintenance Conservation Commission

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

Site has a Park and Ride lot, state boat ramp, and a sigheatingsiipe r ma ne nt
to adrowning

The historic Keith Homestead is | ocate

Site is used for hiking around thedaloe/kayakirzpatinget skiingnd bicycling on Lakeshc
Drive.
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Recommendations for Potential Rearadinprovements

Provide improved signage and an information kiosk at the Lakeshore Drive entrance v
showing trails and areas of special interest.

Work with State Public Access Board to improve state boat ramp, particularly its hand
acces#iility

Locate a canoe/kayak launch area off of Lakeshore Drive

Clarify site availability and explore and support Recreation Commission ideas about d

boating/sailing program with a boat house, rescue boat and related offsite swimming |
casistent with wildlife protection.
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Murray Farm

Location: On North Street off Pleas Size: 63.2acreq37 acres
Street active agriculture land)
Parcel ID: 46126, 445 Zoning: R-A/B
Access: ViaNorth Street Level of Protectior High buemporary

(Chapter 61A land)

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

£ Level of protection is high and pernthe@otyn hengacquired a conservation restriction

Site haan active farm fronting North Street and a hiking trail along twpertihkme going int
the wooded back of the propertgaoginlg around a pordcesds, howevelimited due to liability
theworking farand associatede ofgriculturaquipment

e An information kiosk with a map and information éddogaigel North Street.

e Site is used factive haying and hiking.

Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvements

e Provide for a parkinggffilbn North Stteefficient taccommodate sevealallel parking
spacesthis will require movingxasting stone wall back some 10 feet into the site.

e Provide ADA compliant pedestrian connection from North Street.
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Summer Street Canoe Launch

Location: On Taunton River where Size: N/A
Summer Street meets th
town border

Parcel ID: N/A Zoning: R-A/B

Access: ViaSummer Street Level of Protectior Unknown

Existing Recreation Resources and Uses

£ As part of the Summer Street bridge reconstruction, the canoe launch location was ad
in a steep gradient down to the river.

e Parking for 3 cars is provided in the unpaved launch area.

Recommendations for Potential Recreation Improvements

E Improve entrance signage and gradients of the canoe launch ramp.
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Recommendations
and Prioritizations

Based up o nsitdekRidtien obthe twelve active and nine passive recreation
facilities, input garnered from discussions with Town representatives, stakeholders,
community outreach meetings and the results of questionnaires, the following
recommendations are put forward:

1.

In terms of overall upkeep of the active recreation facilities, additiondinancial
resourcesare recommended to be allocated. The need for thisis evidenced by
poor condition of parking lot pavement, rusting fences, damaged dugous,
chil drends pl a,andathee deficiericies fodridat vagopsdacilities.

Improvements to be considered for the passive recreation areas includeighly
visible and safe vehicular and pedestrian entrances, improved parking areas, bike
storage facilities, ADA accessible pathways, benches and picnic tables, interpretive
signage, expanded trail networks, trail markings and opening up of viewing areas.

Based upon the level of interest raised on passive parks during the community
outreach meetings, it would be desirable to have a point person established to
address their specialized needs.

Opportunities for additional public walkways providing connectivity between
neighborhoods and the various recreation facilitieshould be identified and
implemented. These should be developed as a mukphased overall system to
assure comprehensive coverage with existing sidewalks incorporated.

Existing bikepaths and bike lanes should be expanded upon to provide safe access
to recreation facilities bah from within Town and from adjoining communities. As
with public walkwaysand trails, these should be developed as a comprehensive
network allowing for phased improvements.
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6. Improved uniform signage should be implementedto clearly brand Town
conservatian areas and recreation facilities andlirect the public to them. Integral
to this, entrances should be moreclearly establisted and guidelines provided on
their use and information provided about the Towns recreation facilitiesand
conservation areas

7. Communication being a comment frequently raised in community outreach, a
overall map of Town recreation facilities, conservation areas, trails and paths should
be developed to sharethe wealth of resources with the community. This map
could be provided on the Town website as well as at recreation area entrances.

8. Consistentand vandal resistantfurnishings should be provided at all Townactive
and passiverecreation facilities Furnishings would include benches, picnic tables,
trash receptacles and bikeacks which use sustainable materialsThisconsistency
in design and manufactuer will pay benefits in maintenance, allowing for one
source for spare parts. It will also help identify the various parks as being part of
one town-wide system.

9. A need for additional parking to service peak periods of use at.egion Field, the
largest recreation facility in Bridgewaterywas consistently raised Opportunities
within its vicinity should be explored and funding allocated for design and
implementation of the improvements.

10. Safety issues to children due to degraded pressure treated wooBRai nbowds End
Playgroundwas frequently raised. The existing play areshould be eliminated as
this is not Town owned land

11. The existing Jenny Leonard Park is hidden from view hyegetation and the facilities
it provides are in poor condition. The existing park facilities should be dismantled
and the site considered for redevelopment as a fullsized play area for various age
groups serving the east side of Town, with design and iplementation achieved
through a public/private partnership with the developer of the adjoining residential
area.

12. The wooded area on the southwest portion of the Crescent Street Fields recreation
facility offersthe opportunity for interpretive trail development. Given the high use
this facility receives, trails would add another dimension to its features.

13. Town River Landing offerghe opportunity for parking and development as a
passive park experience with seating areas, interpretive signagaearng of
vegetation in strategic locations to openviews, improvements to trails and the
canoe launch and introduction of a footbridge providing access to the Stiles & Hart
Conservation Area.

Prioritization of implementation of improvement s i s based upon a combinat
observations and feedback from the Town accomplished through interviews of Town
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representatives and stakeholders, community outreach meetings and the results tife
guestionnaires These priorities should be casidered aspreliminary suggestions which the
community can then adjust based upon available fundsind the outcome of the Open
Space and Recreation Rn update.

1.

10.

11.

12.

Legion Field: implementation of additional parking, upgrading the basketball
courts and softbdl fields and introducing new tennis courts in the area of the
former skate park.

Rai nbowdés End Pl ayground: removal of
equipment for safety. Investment in improvements is not recommended as this is
not Town owned land.

Scotland Field: emoval of the small playground in disrepair, repairthe basketball
court and softball dugouts, replace benches and bleachers and repave the parking
lot.

Jenny Leonard Playground: removal of the existing degraded and unsafe play
equipment for safety. Possiblyestablish a public/private partnership, and/or seek
funds to design and redevelop a new park/playground with improved visibility to
better serve the east side of town.

Implement improved wayfinding and branding signage directing the public to
recreation facilities, park entrance signage and interpretive signage.

Stiles and Hart Conservation Area: Relocate the gate Broad Street to allow for
parking, provide a footbridge for access to Town River landing and a canoe/kayak
landing near the High Street entrance, improve trails and footbridges, enhance
wheelchair accessibility, provide benches at key viewing areas and add interpretive
and wayfinding signage.

Town River Landing:introduce improvements at to provide a true passive park
area with parking, trail improvements, furnishings and a pedestrian bridge.

Carverodos Pond: Provide consistent furni

additional interpretive signage.

Generalimprovements to the other active and passive recreation facilities as
identified in Section 3 of the Study.

Establish a standarddesign and manufacturer for park furnishings towards
simplified future procurement.

Introduce a phased plan for expansion ofxisting Town walkwaystrails and bike
paths to provide a comprehensive network enhancing connectivity to the parks and
open spaces.

Iron Works Park: Improvements addressing safety issues and drayfs are the
highest priority. Improve pavement and signge on the drive linking the park to
High Street, introduce additional furnishings and bike racks, update and expand
interpretive signage and implement an improved canoe/kayak launch area.
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